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I now transmit a duplicate, was in a more de-
sponding strain than you were probably prepared
to receive, but if it had been my wish to soften
the truths which it contained, I should have
deemed it treacherous to your Lordship to have
done so, for as the responsibility of the orders you
have given rests exclusively with your Government,
it was incumbent on me to apprise you of the
difficulties which opposed their execution, that
you might be enabled to send us early and effec-
tual succours.

" The selection of a person to command the
detachment has been justly considered an object
of great importance, and, after the fullest inquiry,
my choice has fallen upon Lieutenant-Colonel
Roberts, who commands the llth Regiment, was
at Hyderabad with it till relieved by the Bengal
detachment, and gave great satisfaction <o the
Nizam and his-, ministers. Sir Alurecl Clarke
knows his character. Lieutenant-Colonel Dal-
rymple, the brother of Colonel Roberts, is the
second in command, and an officer of high military
character.

cc It will appear somewhat extraordinary to
your Lordship, upon a perusal of the accompany-
ing Minute, read in Council on the 13th in&t. (but
withdrawn for the present), that the required
detachment would have been nearly ready by this
time, if the want of money had not opposed so
serious an objection, and if I had not been much